BLAKE.

they pursued them with all the speed that the wind, which
was weak and uncertain, allowed, but found themselves
unable to reach them with the bulk of their fleet, and, there-
fore, detached some of the lightest frigates to chase them.
These came so near, as to fire upon them about three in
the afternoon; but the Dutch, instead of tacking about,
hoisted their sails, steered toward their own coast, and
finding themselves, the next day, followed by the whole
English fleet, retired into Goree. The sailors were eager
to attack them in their own harbours; but a council of war
being convened, it was judged imprudent to hazard the
fleet upon the shoals, or to engage in any important enter-
prise, without a fresh supply of provisions.

That, in this engagement, the victory belonged to the
English, is beyond dispute, since, without the loss of one
ship, and with no more than forty men killed, they drove
the enemy into their own ports, took the rearadmiral and
another vessel, and so discouraged the Dutch admirals,
who had not agreed in their measures, that De Huyter,
who had declared against hazarding a battle, desired to re-
sign his commission, and De Witt, who had insisted upon
fighting, fell sick, as it was supposed, with vexation. But
how great the loss of the Dutch was is not certainly known;
that two ships were taken, they are too wise to deny, but
affirm that those two were all that were destroyed. The
English, on the other side, affirm, that three of their vessels
were disabled at the first encounter, that their numbers on
the second day were visibly diminished, and that on the
last day they saw three or four ships sink in their flight.

De Witt being now discharged by the Hollanders, as un-
fortunate, and the chief command restored to Van Trump,
great preparations were made for retrieving their reputa-
tion, and repairing those losses. Their endeavours were
assisted by the English themselves, now made factious by
success; the men, who were intrusted with the civil ad-
ministration, being jealous of those whose military com-
mands had procured so much honour, lest they who raised
them should be eclipsed by them. Such is the general